[Quality assurance in nursing: self evaluation and peer review of nursing standards. Review of 2 years' experience].
Within the quality assurance programme of nursing in a teaching hospital in Switzerland two steps are considered to be essential: the evaluation of standards by the authors themselves (self-evaluation) and the evaluation by peers from the hospital (peer review). These evaluations are part of a decentralized model of quality assurance. This paper describes the systematic control of the standards of care over a period of two years. In particular the author reviews the development of the instruments for self-evaluation and peer review; the education and allocation of peers: the selection of standards for the control process; finally the first results of the evaluations and the ensuing measures. The author goes on to describe her experience with the instruments of control. Conformity with a preestablished policy and continuity within the group of peers are considered to be important prerequisites for the quality of the evaluations. Development and control of mainly monodisciplinary standards are considered to be a transition and preparation for an eventually interdisciplinary quality assurance programme.